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PERSONAL INIURY

Wrat are the settings that most frequently result in a personal injury suit?
Acrually, accidenm can occur virtually anywhere, but among the settings where injuries most

often appear inciude: motor vehicle collisions, cracked or sloping sidewalks, dangerous

stairways, construction sites, using deGctive produc6, uneven elevator landings, slippery

store aisles, the workplace and many others.

ls there anlthing unique rvhen bringing a personal injury law suit against a municipality?
Yes. For example, if an individual is inlured from a cracked or defective sidewalk, or
struck by a municipal vehicle (police, sanitation;etc.), or slips on a wet fl6or in a millnic-
ipal building, then a Notice of Claim must be filed within 90 days of the accident date.
Failure to do so within that time frame could terminate the legal action. Also, a Summons

and Complaint to begin the lawsuit must be purchased one year and ninety days from the
anniversary date of the accident.

CONSTRUCTION SITE ACCIDENTS
ln New York State, what statutes govern construction site accidents?
Construction site accidents are regulated by a set of Labor Law provisions dictating to buil&
ing owners and conffactors the rules of workplace safety for workers on the job. Particularly,
Section 200 addresses general workplace safety. Section 240 (l) deals with ladders and

scaffolds and Section 241 (6) relates to slipping and tripping accidents in the workplace.

Is my financial recovery {or a construction site injury always limited
to the Workers' Compensation payment schedule?
Not necessarily. C)nly when the employer's negligence is the sole cause of a worker's injury
is the financial compensation limited to the Workers' Compensation amount. Every
case where a worker is injured should be carefully evaluated, by an attorney, to determine
the cause and financial responsibility to the injured worker. lf a parw, other than your

own employer, is responsible for your accident, a 
"third parcy action" may be brought to

recover for the pain and suffering experienced.
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1) What are some o{ the injuries classi{ied as "serious" under the "No Fault" Law
that would permit me to recover for my pain and sufferingl
The Law identifies qualifuing "serious 

injuries" to permit a pain and suffering compensa-
tion. These are death; disfigurement; amputation; facial scarring; loss of ferus; permanent loss,
or use, of a body organ; herniated or bulging disc; and significant limitation of a body func-
tion (i.e., knee injury, partial hearing loss, tear of ankle ligaments, etc.).
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2) What is a rvrongful death suit resulting from a motor vehicle accident?
It is a lawsuit brought by potential beneficiaries, usually family members, of the deceased who was killed by the negligence or wrong-
ful conduct, of another party operating a motor vehicle, A common example occurs when a parent is fatally injured in a crash, with
the lawsuit brought on behalf of the surviving spouse and/or children. Remember, this legal action must begin within two years of
the accident victim's death.

MEDICAL MALPRACTICE

Holv do you definc Mcdical Malpractice?
This action results when medical procedures deviate from the normally accepted medical standards resulting in a personal injury to
the patient.

What are the common tlpes of Meclical Malpractice actionsJ
Medical Malpractice suits encompass several recurring areas including incorrect or missed medical diagnosis, birth or delivery defects in
infants, unnecessary surgical procedures, medical ffeatment performed without consent or medical instruments left in body after surgery.

why ctocs tl.re {cderat eovernment calt lead ,"t',li,ll,:ltili:":Hilltl n"a*' threat t. chitdre' in the United states?
Lead paint poisoning is the #1 environmental health threat because the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) estimates that 1 in every
6 children has unacceptable levels of lead in his or her blood. New York City has been cited as having the highest poisoning rate in
the country.

lf I think rny child has been exposed to lead poisoning, u'hat steps should I takeJ
The most critical step is to contact your family doctor or pediatrician so that your child is tested immediately to determine the
presence of any harmful levels of lead in the blood.
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